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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
Thank you for purchasing your Megaware PontoonGuard. You are now part of a family of thousands of boat 
owners who have discovered the pleasure of worry-free boating. The PontoonGuard is a very simple product  
to install; however, the following instructions must be strictly followed. Any short cuts or missed steps will 
jeopardize and compromise the full bonding capabilities of the 3M adhesive. 

 
INCLUDED: TOOLS NEEDED: 

· 2 PontoonGuards 

· Burnishing Tool 

· 3M Scotch-Brite 

· Warranty Card 

· Isopropyl Alcohol 

· Paper Towels/Clean Rags 

· Measuring Tape 

· Masking Tape 

· Pencil 

· Utility Knife 

3M recommends the adhesive should not be applied when temperatures are below 65° F or above 100° F. 
Keep in mind, even if the ambient air temperature is above 65°, the aluminum surface temperature may be 
lower. If the pontoon is stored outside in cooler weather, we recommend bringing it into a warm shop or  
garage, giving the aluminum sufficient time to rise to an acceptable temperature. It is important that the 
PontoonGuard and the tubes of the pontoon are at the same temperature during the application process. 

 

STEP 1: WASH 
Thoroughly wash your pontoon to remove any algae or oxidization. Remove any waxes or metal protectants 
such as Sharkhide® per manufacturer recommendations. Clean the area where the PontoonGuard will be 
installed with isopropyl (rubbing) alcohol. 

 

STEP 2: MEASURE 
Measure the length of the pontoon tube. If the PontoonGuard is  
too long, trim the PontoonGuard with a utility knife on the rear 
squared edge for a precise fit. 

 

Measuring down from the top deck, find the 
center of your pontoon. A tailors measuring 
tape may also be used to measure from the 
top of the tube. Once you have found the 
center, measure up 1.75” and make a mark 
using a pencil. This is where the top of the 

PontoonGuard will be installed. Then measure down from the center 1.75” to mark the 
bottom of the guard. Continue to measure and mark every 18-24” down the length of   
the tube. 

 

STEP 3: MASK 

 
 

Align a strip of masking tape along the top marks and continue down the entire 
length of the pontoon. Repeat using the lower marks. Verify that the spacing 
between the masking tape is 3.5 inches and that the alignment is straight (it will 
be used as a guide during the application process). 



STEP 4: ETCH 
Using the provided 3M Scotch-Brite Pad, thoroughly etch the entire length of the 
pontoon within the masked area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEP 5: CLEAN 
Thoroughly clean the area again with isopropyl alcohol, using paper towels or a 
clean rag. Repeat until the rag or paper towel show no signs of residue. Do not 
use paint thinner or other petroleum based cleaners as they can leave a film that 
will compromise the bond of the 3M adhesive. 

 
STEP 6: APPLY 
Pull back 8-10” of each of the 3 red protective 
liners from the front of the guard. Do not 
touch the adhesive with your hands, as any 
contamination may compromise the bond. 
Carefully align the PontoonGuard with the 
masking tape, and press it firmly in place 
using your hand or the supplied burnishing 
tool. (Once the adhesive touches the surface 
it becomes a permanent bond and will not 
release without tearing the adhesive.) 
Continue to align the PontoonGuard until the 
entire guard is installed. 

 

Once fully attached, use the burnishing tool to apply additional pressure 
to the entire PontoonGuard, ensuring the pressure sensitive adhesive is 
firmly attached. 

 

You are now finished and can enjoy the custom look and worry-free 

boating the Megaware PontoonGuard provides. 

 

 

If you have any questions about product suitability or installation please call us at 1.800.292.9835. 
 

*To keep your PontoonGuard looking new, clean with mild soap and water. If you wish to reapply any metal 
protectants or clean the tubes using acid based or chemical cleaners, the PontoonGuard must be masked to 
protect the finish and reflective film. 


